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Monſieur CRAUvRHLIN, 


Late KEEPER of the SEALS in 
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Monſieur CHRAUvEBLIN, 


Late KEEPER of the 8E AL Ss in 
FRANCE. 


In Anſwer to the Accuſations brought againſt him 


before the KINO in relation to his Conduct in 
the Adminiſtration of his Affairs. 


LONDON, 


Printed, and Sold by the Bookſellers of London 
and Weſtminſter, MDCCXXXVIL 
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if againſt the Conduct of Monfieur 


Chenvelin, fince his Retirement, in whic ch, 


all Per ſons acting from Principles of Ho- 


nour and Juſtice are intereſted, as well as 
| myſelf, oblige me to take Pen in Hand, 


to provent the ill Impreſſions Which falle 


tations may "make on in credblous 
Minds. ittoc! * 41 = [DPSTHITUITI NG 
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THE many falſe Reports nd i 
diſpoſed People have fpread abroad, 
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Among all the Events which have ever 
happened to Mankind, it is much to be 
queſtioned, Herber any one can he pro- 
duced, ſo aſtoniſhing as the Diſgrace of 
Monſieur Chauvelin. But ſevere as it is, I 
am perſuaded he could, by looking on it 
28 à tranſitoty Incident, well ſuppott him el 
under it, were it not from a Senſe that he 
muſt greatly ſuffer in the Opinion of thoſe, 
who are unacquainted with the true Cauſe 
of it. 
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This nn * 30 it is, brings 
long with i it ſtill another which muſt E. 
ſibly affect him, that is, the being forſaken 
by the greater Part of his Friends, who far 
from intereſting themſelves in his Defence, 
which they know, to be juſt, have not dard, 
thro' an unheard of Timidity, in the leaſt 
to appear for bim, fince. his Confinement, 
daſtardly apprehending they ſhould be talen 
ſor what in Truth they ought to be. 


Their 
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"Their Silence, ada his 5 Reſtraint, 
have emboldened his Enemies to do him un- 
ſpeakable Prejudice, in the Opinion of the 
King and the Cardinal. They have accuſed 
him with all that Envy could invent, in 


order to deprive him of the Eſteem that 


each had for PA and which his Services 
had juſtly merited. 
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3 is the Condition of M. Gbauvelin. 


But what in ſome | Meaſure alleviates his 
Misfortunes, is, that neither his Enemies, 
who are the moſt inveterate, nor even the 
Rage of Devils, can prevent Truth from 
londly proclaiming that all his Actions, and 
every Step he has taken, have evidently tend- 
ed to the Good of the State. And I believe 
it may be affirm d, without exaggerating, that 
they actually have in a great Meaſure con- 
tributed to procure it. The Cardinal and 


every, Body elſe, who are acquainted with | 
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to make him bis Coadjutor in the Miniſtry. 
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publick erer will oi. the Loa | 


wt 


. e 
8 to be foro d to ſuppreſs, among the 
Number of the Crimes laid to his Charge, 


that which they eſteem the principal one, 
namely, his Attachment to his Sovereign, 


and conſtant Aim at procuring the Publick 
Welfare. How mortifying to them, to be 
conſcious that declaring this well known 
Truth, would, if poſſible, have defeated the 
eee ha, « $44 


e lee was che Point in view, 
this wie, Project form'd ever Iss the 
Cardinal did him the Honour to cauſe him 
to be taken into the King's Councils, and 


Nut as ſoon as he partook of this Favour 
and Confidence, and was entruſted with a 


Share of the. — the Spirit & 
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Envy kindled the Deſign; and / nothing 
was wanting but a War to' furniſh Mat- 
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The Seaſon ci their Dives Wer 
ä on after declared. The Troops 
marched into 1taly,” and towards the Rhine : 
Field, before Attempts were uſed to make 
the Cardinal diffident of the Conduct of 
Monſieur Chauvelin, on account of the 
Application of the Money allotted for the 
gubſiſtence of the Troops, of which he had 
the Management. The Cardinal knowing 
by Experience the Effects of Jealouſy and 
Envy, did not liſten to theſe: Complaints, 
but continued to honour him with * Cay. 
JI MC's oft or 0 | * | 
It; sahen dt at 1 
. 
nal paid little Regard to their Complaints, 
+ to be filent till che Concluſion 
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ofthe Peice; and which is very remark- 


able, whilſt: Monfieur Chauvelin uſed his 
utmoſt Endeavours to accompliſh it, they 
were preparing the moſt cruel War againſt 
him. In Effect, the Cardinal had no ſooner 
put the ſiniſhing Hand to that great Work, 
but they renewed their Project, and be- 


lieving that their firſt Accuſation was diſ- | 
regarded, as being inconſiderable, they con- 


certed new Meaſures, and magnified the 
dums pretended to be diſſipated to a moſt 
extravagant Degree, in which the State had 


ſo great a Concern, that the Cardinal, 


guided by no other Rule than that of ſtrict 
Juſtice and Equity, thought that the Pub- 
lick was too much intereſted; not to enquire 
into the Truth of an Accuſation of ſo great 
OConſequence. He therefore reported the 
ſame to the King, who was pleaſed to di- 
rect his Eminency to examine into the 
Charge ift ſuck; Manner, that all thoſe who 
had any: Thing to alledge againſt Monſieur 
au uelin, might come prepared with; pro- 
10 8 Per 
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per _— in e of thei Accuſati 
ons. | 

-This Order, in Itſelf Gultable and juſt, | 
as tending to diſcover Truth, had not the 
Effect which the Aeccuſers of Monſieur 
Chauvelin deſired, they wiſhed for his im- 
mediate Remoyal from the Council and all 
his Employments, they therefore ſought 
after new Expedients ; for as it was necef- 
fary that Crimes muſt not only be alledged, 
but that criminal Acts muſt alſo be proved 
before ſuch Diſgrace could be brought about, 
they took quite a different Courſe ; being 
fruitful in Imagination, they inſinuated that 
Monſieur Chauvelin held a fecret Corref- 
pondence with a foreign Court ; and that he 
was aiming to re-eſtabliſh- the Duke 
at the Head of Affairs, after the Death of 
the Cardinal, that he might have the Di- 
rection of them under his . or at 
leaſt act e- W men 1162 \ 
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of a very tender Nature; but then it muſt 


be owned, that the more conſiderable an 
Accuſation is, the more neceſſary it is to 
be clear and full in the Proof of it. 


One of theſe Articles of Adaulution 


conſiſts in a Fact which demands to be 
fully proved, and the more ſo, becauſe 
Monſieur Chauvelin abſolutely denies it; 
and the contrary ſeems 'to appear from all 


Biol. by his +. Condug, in rape wall 


that paſſed with-that Court... 


Rar "wy e to * End, 
or with what Views he ſhould carry on a 
ſecret Correſpondence with a foreign Court; 
could it be with an Eye to Honour or 
Wealth, as has been pretended? I believe 
no one can think bo, the Situation he was 
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in, anſwering thoſe Expectations as far as 
any Perſon could wiſh, What Reaſon 
then can juſtify this Charge, or give the 
leaſt Foundation for it? It ſeems to be im- 
poſſible to find any ſolid one. Nothing 
appears to be more certain, than that this 
Article is void of all Truth, and even the 
Appearance of Truth. 


Ihe latter of theſe Accuſations is of a 
more curious Nature, by which Monſieur 
Chauvelin is charged with a Deſign of do- 
ing that which one would think he could 
never have imagined, and which would truly 
be of the higheſt Conſequence, with reſ- 
pect to the preſent State of Affairs. But 
can this be imputed to him, or his Con- 
duct in the leaſt impeached without Proof, 
or ſome probable Appearance 18 Proof? 


 Wherein then conſiſts the Proof brou oht 


to ſupport this Charge? Tis ſaid that 
Monfieur Chauvelin was ſeen to "ſhew 


greater 


C14] 


greater Regard to Monſieur the Duke 


than uſual ; ' whence” tis concluded, that 


there is a ſecret Union between them, 'and 
the Intention imputed to him taken for 
granted. What Anſwer does Monfieur 
Chauvelin make to this? His Anſwer is 
couched in two Words. There is, ſays 
he, Extravagance in the Imputation, and 
the Conſequence drawn from it is unjuſt, 
which pretty plainly appears from Mon- 
ſieur Chauvelin's acting ſo openly with the 
Duke when a more reſerved Beha- 
viour might have ſooner brought about his 
Deſigns; for who can be ignorant, that 
a Miniſter is to uſe Policy even with his 
Prince for the Good of the State, and 
that the Regard and Services rendered there- 


to, when not contrary to the Right and 


Intereſt of the Sovereign, are the Effects 
of Duty, and a moſt commendable Pru- 
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| Majeſty. was pleaſed to honour Monſieur 


N . . & or 


97 


du Das 


Let us examine in a conciſe Manner; 3 


the Aſſertions which naturally offer them- 


ſelves, where Proofs,- ar even half Proofs are 


wanting, and it will appear, that far from 
authoriſing ſuch Imputation, the fame will 
be 9 even to the Root. | 


[0 


What als is "AY that as his 


Chauvelin with a chief Rank in the Mini- 
ſtry (upon the Recommendation of the 
Cardinal) he ſhould endeavour to engage 
him to inveſt the Duke with prime 
Authority? Is not 0 ee to all _— 
ſon ? o 1604 24 bl ' 
400 Would od, this have! Son a ati 
Wen to the Will of his Benefactor with - 
out Reaſon, ar any; juſtifiable Appearance 
of it, and have! made him guilty of infinite 


Ingratitude, "which muſt have: cauſed him 
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[16 1 
a Number of powerful Enemies, and ſub- 
— him to > "MER Scorn. {3 60. - 
ach He uſt ks — the Orden 
and Will:of the Duke, and expoſed him- 
ſelf to that Change of Fortune, to which by 
the Inſinuations of ſome of thoſe Creatures, 
who always ſhare in his Eſteem and Con- 


fidence, he would have been ſubject ; where- 


as depending only on the King, the Diſ- 
charge of his Duty frees him from ſuch ſer- 
vile Fears, and ſecures to Wd the N 2 
1 abi 
- ned Roo (ray ME 

PPP can it berixidghonhat a \Miniſtes 
whoſe chief Object ſhould be that of Glo- 
ry, could conſent to give up or divide that 
Honour, which his Labour and Watch- 


kulneſß, by being at the Head of Affair, 


might procure him, without appearing in- 
different, or little attach d to that ſame 
= And indeed a Number of other 
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Reflections which may be made on that 
Subject, fully ſhew'! how impoſſible it was 
for Monſieur Chauboaln tu have formed ſach 
a Deſign, or that he coùld even in the leaſt 
think of it. And What further confirms 
the Impoſſibility of it is; that nothing could 
aſſure Sueceſs to Monſieur Chaudelin in 
ſuch an Attempt, beeauſe of the power - 
ful Oppoſition it would have met with; 
and that he well ktiew in cafe of Failure, 
his Dee was inevitable, 03 ; 


te! 
tal 


itim 29044 id 2105 


= Aebi henne Wee thy A 
Perſon of Monſieur: Chawvetin's' Penetra- 
tion, could conceive ſuch an Intention? 
By no means, except/a Man Will wilfully 
erti? It. is very certain, that natwithſtand- 
ing all that his Enemies habe laid to his 
Charge, they would hade gained no Ad- 
vantage over him, had they. not found 
Meunb to procure ſome Perſuns who are 
about the King to intereſt! * 
their Atempt. : Aq 1190s 10 de 
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fulneſt, by being at the Head of Affairs, 
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a Number of powerful Enemies, _ ſub- 

* 1 een Scorn. {2 Shifted 
adh He muſt 1 — the Orders 

and Will of the Duke, and expoſed him- 

ſelf to that Change of Fortune, to which by 

the Inſinuations of ſome of thoſe Creatures, 


vrho always ſhare in his Eſteem and Con- 
fidence, he would have been ſubject; where- 


as depending only on the King, the Diſ- 
charge of his Duty frees him from ſuch ſer- 
vile Fears, and ſecures ein the nen 
8 Honour. 2399 
t — AUA in Batten nr! 
age; Cami it * TI a Miniſter, 
whoſe chief Object ſhould be that of Glo- 
ry, could conſent to give up or divide that 
Honour, which his Labour and Watch- 


might procure him, without appearing in- 
different, or little attach d to that ſame 
1 And indeed a Number of other 


ind 422 i Re- 


| 


g. g. „ 9 7 


— 
— 


e = 
1 »- = &. > =» 


8. 


© 


"ALES OSS W 


think of 


LI 

Reflections which may be made on that 
Subject, fully ſhewy how impoſſible it was 
for Monſieur Chau ven to have formed ſach 
a Deſign, or that he coùd even in the leaft 
it. And what further confirms 
the Impoſſibility of it is, that nothing could 
aſſure Sueceſs to Monfieur.: Chauvelin in 
ſuch an Attempt, beeauſe of the power- 
ful Oppoſition it would have met with; 
and that he well knew in'cafe of Failure, 
His Deſtrudtion- was inevitable. 01 on 
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After all tis can it chte A 
Perſon of Monſieur: Chawvetin's" Penetra- 
tion, could conceive ſuch an Intention? 
By no means, except a Man will wilfully 
ert! It is very certain, that natwithftand- 
ing all that his Bhemies have laid to his 
Charge, they would tive gained no Ad- 
vantage over him, had they. not found 
Meunb to procure” ſome Perſuns who are 
about the King to intereſt chemſelves — 


their: Autempt. | og: uJ wons 103 0 
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Every: one lors, that dee careful 
and exact a Miniſter . may be, who 
is entruſted with Remittances for Support 
of Troops, and to defray other military 
Expences, it is impoſſible totally to pre- 


vent Clamour. And whenever it happens 
that thoſe Remittances do not ſufficiently 
anſwer the Expectation of thoſe who are 
waiting for them, the whole Blame is 
imputed to the Miniſter, as well as are all 
other Events which prove unſucceſsful : A 


Caſe which has frequently in 


W e 1 61734 
aden AR 1 [209 1013 
Various 888 — 3 made on 


this Subject, without explaining the Matter 
or Cauſe of them, and Monſieur TE 
n loaded with them all. 

in ton val! bad aim mo Seins 
„ er hid, hold 
oh th Opportunity, as the moſt favour- 
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no great Difficulty to confirm the Com- 
plainants in their Prejudices, they had leſs 
Trouble to convince them of whatever they 
thought fit to urge againſt his Conduct, 
and by that Means to gain them over to 
their Party. In Conſequence of which, it 


became ſuperiour, and obliged Juſtice to 


give Way, in order to eſtabliſh Tranquilli- 
ty in the Council, 3 | 
the Miniſters. 


Monſieur Chauvelin ought not to be, as 
in Truth he is not, diſpleaſed, that both 
have been purchaſed at the Price of his 
Fall. But what moſt ſenſibly touches him 
is, that a Number of imaginary Accuſati- 
ons brought againſt him - thereupon, may 
induce the Publick and Foreigners to be- 
lieve, that they have been proved, and this 
ſullies his Character in the Eyes of thoſe 
who are utterly unacquainted with his real 
Circumſtances. I ſhall make ſome Reflec- | 
TILL C2 -:: 31. - mas 
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tions vn this Subject, in order to give a clear 
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Fut among the 8 of — 
with which Menſieur Chauvehin; is charged, 
is that of embezgeling the King's Treaſure, 
a Matter in which the Publick is greatly 
intereſted, | and well deſerving to be fully 
proved, Which was moſt eaſy to be done, 


had that been the Caſe, by the * 


of the Receivers. 


oh, © This 3 8 not * done, the 
Monſieur Ghawveln has denied the Fact. 
To what then muſt be attributed this De- 
fect? Muſt it be to the Will or Negligence 
| of his Enemies? No, their Honour was 
too much concerned in it. Was it becauſe 
the Ways of Juſtice were ſhut to them ? 
Not; in the leaſt, the King commiſſioned 
the Cardinal for that Purpoſe. Is it then 
becauſe the Truth in this Caſe cannot be 
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 Sums to his own Uſe, as thoſe he is charg- 


Ca] 


come at? On the contrary, Matters of Re> 


mittances and Payments ate more cafily 
enquited into than any others, becauſe 


they are not made on the King's Account, 


but by Orders, and thoſe entered in the 
Regiſter Books. What Reaſon' then could 
have hindeted the producing Proofs, but 
that none could be brought conſiſtent with 
Truth, which always oppoſes itſelf to ima · 


* * 


To clear up this Affair yet more fully, 


it muſt be conſidered, that if Monſieur 


Chintelis had comericd Sach 'confideratle 


ed with, there is no manner of Doubt, but 
that he would be obliged to refund them, 
had not the Imputations been known to be 
groundleſs, and without Foundation. 
* 

His Enemies therefore having taken the 
Liberty to accuſe him, without making 
good their Accuſations, even the moſt 


Con- 


—_ 
confiderable among them have ſet no 
Bounds to their Malice. From a Charge 


of high and capital Crimes, they deſeend 
to vilify him by low and baſe Inſinuations, 
with a view to aggravate their Accuſations 
by ſuch diſhonourable Means, which Prac- 


tices can only be made uſe of by groveling 


and mercenary Minds: As the accuſing 
him with having diſpoſed of Employments 
and Benefices, in their Language of having 
ſold them: Of having influenced the Riſe 


and Fall of Aclions, and taken the Advan- | 
tage of the Difference : Of having traffick- 


ed with a Banker for ſome of the Effects 
belonging to the Crown, and making con- 
ſiderable Gains by ſuch Negotiations: No 
Regard has been ſhewn to Language, De- 
cency, good Manners or Character. In 
truth, Envy does not permit it. . | 


Monſieur Chauvelin, in his Anſwer to 


theſe Articles, declares that they are not 


With 
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more eaſily made, had it been Fact, it de- 


* . 22 
ter. Gott k 27 tio oa; ent FS) 
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With Regard to the firſt, it muſt be 
agreed, that ſuch a Monopoly, vrhich 

ought to be carried on with great Sebrecy, 
is very hard to be made appear, though not 
impoſſible, becauſe there is no Miſdemeanor 4 
which cannot be proved, when ſeveral Fer- | 
NT ONS gc 168 


yore to. the baun there was nothing 
een to penetrate to its very 
Source, by following gradually the Eviden- 
ces which thoſe who are hurt, are always 
ready to furniſh againſt thoſe that injure 


* 18 
Ii 


4 


The Proof of the laſt particular was yet 


pended only on the Examination and De- 
claration of the Banket, who without doubt 
has been called * to clear up that Mat- 


— — — — — — — — — 
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80 as theſe ſeveral Imputations were 
groundleſs, it was impoſſible to fix them 
upon him, though all ĩmaginable Methods 
were in vain taken to do it; Truth being 


| | — 1 £23 


ler. ? \- ><] 100A: dots 
But! in gi * Juſtice, to — 
Cbauvelin, let us conſider his great Abilities, 
his Defire to anfwer the Confidence placed 
in him by the Cardinal, and the indiſpen- 
ſible Neceſſity he was under to diſcharge 


the Functions of the high Office entruſted 
to him. I fay, let it be confidered, that 


he was encompaſſed by Enemies who watch 
ed him very narrowly in all his Actions, 
withee-Vidw tos Nief-uctione“, Aal Can 
it be poſſible to cdnotive that Monfeur 
Ghauvelin oould give himſelf up to Actions 
baſe anddifhonourablelike theſe ??)? 


bollso mood eel 
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There is no room to be ſurpriſed at che 
Impoſſibility of proving theſe Imputations, 
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as well as many others brought againſt him, 
not any one of which has been fixed upon 
kim, although in Diſgrace, and retired from 
Court, by means of which, thoſe called up- 
on for Proofs, | were freed from that Fear 
which ASM ha) e creates 
TE „ 1909 0] Y tt 55 
eich WWMN UU, f to ef A of 
— 1 8 not dle ahet all theſe Accuſations 
ze groundlefs that they were the Offs 
fpring of that Jealouſy» and Envy which 
the Confidence and Goodneſs ſewn him 
by the King and the Cardinal had excited, 
more eſpecially ſince his Eminency appoint- 
ed kim his Nn 1 1 to all othet 
Competitors. -. TS CLIC 04107 
A bas asian Tetlw ite ba hit 
aA Preferenteizrkich FO Sight: him in 
Cohſideration onty of his Virtues, a Prefe- 
rence founded on the Good Af the Statt 
and of Con ſtquence not beſtowed till af. 
tet long and mature Conſideration, and 4 
petfe&'Knowledge of his Morals and Merit. 
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In order to judge rightly of theſe Truths, it 
muſt be conſidered, that the Cardinal would 
not have been ſo preſſing for a Coadjutor, if 
the Situation of Affairs in Poland had not 
threatened ſome hazardous Events. It ſeem- 
ed neceſſary to enter into a War to ſupport 
the Rights of King Staniſiaus, and in this 
the Glory of the King was greatly intereſt- 
ed: So that the Cardinal, without relying 
entitely upon his own Wiſdom, was deſi- 
raus of a Friend, and an Aſſiſtant to whom 
he could with Safety impart the Secrets of In 
ſult proper Meaſures to ſupport the Ho- fie 
nour of his Majeſty. If it be duly con- E 
ſidered with what Attachment and Affec- fre 
tion the Cardinal had theſe Objects in * 
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View, hom en one help believing. bat | 
that after having long ſtudied, and been wy 
well! acquainted! with the Character of 5 " 
Manſieur Chauvelin, his giving him this fie 
Preference to alb his Competitors, was on- 
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hy doing 47 epi his e. Merits. an 
Virtue. 3 . OT 
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Was not ae Prefereyicn be Po et 
Proof of the Uprightneſs of Monſieur: Chau- 
velin? Is it not the moſt perfect Recom- 
mendation of his Virtue, eſpecially if the 
Events which happened during the Time 
he bad the Honour to ſerve the State, be 


duly taken into Conbderatonti. 


_ 


His Süintader fully | informed of the 


Integrity and great Talents of Monſieur 


Ghauvelin, prevailed on him to quit a con- 
ſiderable Employment (in which by his 
Equity and Knowledge he gained Reſpect 
from Perſons of Merit, and the Eſteem of 
the Publick) to introduca him into the 
Council, and make him his 9 
[rft5! ” vi B 
lebe Labour ail Watchfulneſ * Mon- 
ſieur Chauvelin anſwering: to the Ideas the 
Cardinal had conceived of them, his Emi- 
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neney approved more and more is Choice. 
He acquainted the King with it. His Mu- 
jeſty honoured Monſieur Chauvelin with 
dne of the chief Dignities in the Kingdom, 
and afterwards with Part of the principal 
Adminiſtration in the State; tho” always 
at the Recommendation, and under the 
Patronage of the Cardinal, wle had form- 


ede Deſigh to make him His Succelibr, | 


knowing him to be the moſt capable and 
moſt "_ of that Honour. 

-Whilt Moriſieur Chanelit was. EOS 
this great Courſe, and in à manner was 
arrived to the higheſt Pitch of Glory, 
Envy raiſed Accuſations againſt him; In- 
nocence and Truth prevented their being 
proved, defeated them, and buried them in 
the Darkneſs from whence they came; 
and what renders them worthy of eternal 
Oblivion, and ſeals their latt End, is the 
* of Honour inherent in Monfieur 
 Chauvehn, 
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Chauvelin, e wil be ever in 
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- That Character was thigh: © ad nl 
by the Catdinat's Choice of his Perſon, and 
preferring him above all others, but is con- 
firmed by all diſintered Perſons of Merit; 
and in general by the Publick, before whom 

thoſe Accuſations and Imputations cannot 
bear the Light. 
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Nevertheleſs Monſieur Chauvelin is in 
Exile, and in Appearance in Diſgrace; to 
what Cauſe muſt this fatal Event be attri- 
buted ? Muſt it be to theſe Informations 
and” Acculltioiis'? No, . they. being Gy 
Muſt it be to the King and the Cardinal 
No, becauſe Juſtice is the Rule of their 
Actions, and there has been no Judgment 
given againſt him. To what then muſt ; 
this Proceeding be attributed? To that A 
Peace and Unanimity which ought to reign 

4 in 
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in the Council; and could not be-eſtabliſh 
ed, but by Monſieur Chauvelin's retiting 
from it, which only could be the Price and 
Purchaſe of ſuch Union. This is an acci- 
dental Event, but far from leſſening the 
Glory of Monſieur Chauvelin; on the con- 
trary,” it will perpetuate it, becauſe Envy 
— An 1 as his Virwes did #9 
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